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Art Unit: 2685 



FINAL REJECTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 2 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable Whitmore, 
US Patent Number 6,108,277 (hereinafter Whitmore) in view of Klausner et al., US Patent 
Number 5,375,018 (hereinafter Klausner). 

Regarding claim 1, Whitmore discloses an apparatus for displaying local time 
information, comprising: means for storing Greenwich mean time (GMT) information for each of 
a plurality of cities; means for setting a reference time; means for counting a duration of time that 
elapses from when said reference time is set; means for selecting at least one of said plurality of 
cities and automatically calculating a local time of said selected city, said local time being based 
on a difference between the GMT of said selected city and the GMT of a present location of said 
apparatus, said reference time and said elapsed time; and means for outputting said local time 
[abstract; col. 8: lines 29-45]. 
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What Whitmore does not specifically disclose is the that the reference time is acquired 
from a signal received from a remote system. However, this limitation is taught by Klausner as 
will be discussed below. 

Klausner discloses an apparatus for displaying local time information based on a present 
location of said apparatus wherein the reference time is acquired from a signal received from a 
remote system [col. 1; lines 44-55]. 

Whitmore and Klausner are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, that is, apparatuses for displaying local time information. At the time of the invention, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Whitmore to include 
Klausner. The motivation for this combination, would have been to obtain the reference time 
information from an outside source to reduce the number of necessary components in the 
apparatus in order to reduce cost, size, and weight and further to avoid the need to use excess 
battery power to continually maintain the reference time information when the apparatus is 
deactivated. 

Regarding claim 2, it would be obvious for the apparatus to be a mobile telephone based 
on Klausner' s disclosure that the invention is useful for portable timepieces [col. 10: lines 40- 
42]. 

Regarding claim 5, it would be obvious to include the reference time as a system time 
acquired from a sync channel message received by said mobile phone fi-om a base station of a 
CDMA cellular system based on Klausner' s disclosure that the reference time information is 
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obtained by radio frequency information transmitted to the device [col. 1: lines 47-55; col. 2: 
lines 26-35]. 

3. Claims 6-8, 1 1, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Whitmore in view of Klausner. 

Regarding claim 6, Whitmore discloses in an apparatus having a display and a memory 
for storing Greenwich mean time (GMT) information for each of a plurality of cities, a method 
for generating local time information, comprising the steps of: setting a reference time; counting 
a time which elapses from said setting of said reference time; selecting at least one of said 
plurality of cities; automatically calculating a local time of said selected city based on a 
difference between the GMT of a present location of said apparatus, said reference time and said 
elapsed; and displaying said calculated local time [abstract; col. 8: lines 29-45]. 

What Whitmore does not specifically disclose is the that the reference time is acquired 
from a signal received from a remote system. However, this limitation is taught by Klausner as 
will be discussed below. 

Klausner discloses an apparatus for displaying local time information based on a present 
location of said apparatus wherein the reference time is acquired from a signal received from a 
remote system [col. 1: lines 44-55]. 

Whitmore and Klausner are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, that is, apparatuses for displaying local time information. At the time of the invention, 
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it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Whitmore to include 
Klausner. The motivation for this combination, would have been to obtain the reference time 
information from an outside source to reduce the number of necessary components in the 
apparatus in order to reduce cost, size, and weight and further to avoid the need to use excess 
battery power to continually maintain the reference time information when the apparatus is 
deactivated. 

Regarding claim 7, Klausner discloses the step of displaying a message to set a reference 
time if said step of setting a reference time does not occur [col. 6: lines 13-26]. 

Regarding claim 8, Whitmore discloses said step of selecting includes the substeps of: 
displaying a list of said plurality of cities; and scrolling through said list to select a desired one of 
said plurality of cities [col. 8: lines 49-54]. 

Regarding claim 1 1, it would be obvious for the apparatus to be a mobile telephone based 
on Klausner's disclosure that the invention is useful for portable timepieces [col. 10: lines 40- 
42]. 

Regarding claim 12, it would be obvious to include the reference time as a system time 
acquired from a sync channel message received by said mobile phone from a base station of a 
CDMA cellular system based on Klausner's disclosure that the reference time information is 
obtained by radio frequency information transmitted to the device [col. 1 : lines 47-55; col. 2: 
lines 26-35]. 
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Art Unit: 2685 



Response to Arguments 



4. Applicant's arguments filed February 4, 2002 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the Klausner device does not acquire a reference time. However, 
the Examiner respectfully disagrees and holds that Klausner discloses a "means for acquiring a 
reference time from a signal received from a remote system". This limitation is taught in column 
1, lines 44-55. The system receives radiowave frequencies (signal received from a remote 
system) and uses the signals to determine a reference time. Hence the limitation as claimed is 
read on the reference cited. 



Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. 



Roberts, Jr., US Patent Number 6,223,050, discloses a system and method for 



automatically setting a remote timepiece with the correct time. 



6. The Group Art Unit for this application has changed. Please direct future correspondence 
for this application to Group Art Unit 2685. 
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Art Unit: 2685 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Erika Gary whose telephone number is (703) 308-0123. The examiner can 
also be reached on alternate Fridays. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessfiil, the examiner's supervisor, Edward Urban, can be reached on (703) 305-4385. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4750 or to the 
2600 Customer Service Office at (703) 306-0377. 

Any response to this final action should be mailed to: 



BOX AF 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



< 
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Art Unit: 2163 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the group receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308-3900. 
Romain Jeanty 
September 17, 2001. 
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Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 
2121 Crystal Drive Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 



April 9, 2002 



Erika Gary 





EDWARD F. URBAN 
SUPERVISORY PATBIT EXAMINER 
TFCHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



